SECT. III.]    OF   PftACTICAL   CHRISTIANITY.	161
were to extend the narrow span of their earthly ex-
istence : but far different is our case, to whom these
clouds are rolled away, and "life and immortality
are brought to light by the Gospel." Not but
that worldly favour and distinction are amongst the
best things this world has to offer: but the Christian
knows it is the very condition of his calling not to
have his portion here; and as in the case of any
other earthly enjoyments, so in that also of worldly
honour, he dreads, lest his supreme affections being
thereby gratified, it should be hereafter said to him,
44 Remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy
good things,"
He is enjoined by his holy calling to be victorious
over the world; and to this victory, an indifference
to its disesteem and dishonour is essentially and
indispensably required.    He reflects on those holy
men who " had trial of cruel niockings;" he remem-
bers that our blessed Saviour himself " was despised
and rejected  of men;"   and what is he, that he
should be exempted from the common lot, or think it
much to bear the scandal of his profession ? If there-
fore he is creditable and popular, he considers this,
if the phrase may be pardoned, as something beyond
his bargain;  and he watches himself with double
care, lest he should grow over-fond of what he may
be shortly called upon to relinquish.    He meditates
often  on the probability of his being involved in
such circumstances, as may render it necessary for
him to subject himself to  disgrace and obloquy;
thus familiarizing himself with them betimes, and
preparing himself,   that,   when   the   trying   hour
arrives, they may not take him unawares.         *
But the cultivation of the desire of " that honour,
which cometh from God," he finds the most effec-
tual means of bringing his mind into a proper temper,
in what regards the love of human approbation.
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